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  Report No. 12-14-2444 

  

 

TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW FOR D.A. MORRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL, 

GLEDHILL JUNIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL, PARKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND 

SECORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

- RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PUPIL ACCOMMODATION 

REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 

TO Planning and Priorities Committee 

 Day Month 2007 

10 June 2015 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED: 

 

1. That the attendance area for D.A. Morrison Middle School 

be expanded to include the entirety of the Gledhill Junior 

Public School junior attendance boundary effective 

September 2016; and 

 

2. That Gledhill Junior Public School be converted from a 

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 school to a Junior 

Kindergarten to Grade 5 school effective September 2018. 

 

STRATEGIC  

DIRECTION 

 

RATIONALE 

 

Make every school an effective school. 

 

 

In March 2012, the Board approved the establishment of a Pupil 

Accommodation Review Committee (PARC) for D.A. Morrison 

Middle School, Gledhill Junior Public School, Parkside 

Elementary School and Secord Elementary School.  The named 

schools are located in Ward 16 (Trustee Cary-Meagher).  

Appendix A shows the location of the schools. 

 

The PARC was formed to identify the feasibility of converting 

Secord ES from a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 school to a 

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 school, to identify the appropriate 

utilization of existing school space in the area, and to plan for 

future enrolment growth.  

 

The PARC began its work in April 2012.  The PARC included 

members of the school community such as parents and staff.  After 

three working meetings and four public meetings, the PARC 

submitted its final report with recommendations in October 2012. 
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The PARC made the following recommendations:  

• That Secord ES convert from a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 

school to a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 school; 

• That Parkside ES relocate to D.A. Morrison MS and convert 

from a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 single track school to a 

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 dual track school (Regular and 

French Immersion), and assume a portion of the Earl Beatty Jr 

& Sr PS French Immersion catchment area; 

• That a formal name change process be approved to consider a 

name change for the consolidated Parkside ES / D.A. Morrison 

MS; and 

• That Gledhill Jr PS remain a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 

school feeding in its entirety to D.A. Morrison MS for both 

Regular and French Immersion at Grade 7.  

 

Following the completion of the review, while staff was 

considering its response to the PARC’s recommendations, the 

Ministry of Education imposed a capital freeze at the Board that 

lasted from October 2012 to July 2013.  This meant that the 

Toronto District School Board was not able to proceed with any 

major capital projects.   

 

During the capital freeze, the Ministry shared its general 

expectation that the Board consider the following no-cost or low-

cost planning alternatives prior to concluding that capital 

expenditures are necessary:  

• Boundary changes 

• Grade re-configurations 

• Re-directions of residential development  

• Use of excess space in other schools 

• Relocation of programs to other schools with space 

• Use of portables as a short-term solution 

• Timetable changes for secondary schools 

 

As a result, staff reconsidered all accommodation projects that 

were on hold during the capital freeze and developed 

recommendations that were consistent with the Ministry’s 

expectations.  Proposed capital projects were eliminated or 

reduced in scope by using available space in other schools in the 

system. 

 

While the Board has since approved a balanced capital budget 

which included both planned expenditures and revenue sources for 

major capital projects, Ministry approval is still required for all 

capital expenditures.  The Ministry reviews all proposed capital 
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projects to make sure that they align with their general 

expectations.         

 

Staff has reviewed the PARC’s recommendations within the 

context of this new fiscal reality. Staff has developed 

recommendations that eliminate the need for capital expenditures 

and make good use of existing space. Staff has consulted with 

Ministry staff who has confirmed that the recommendations meet 

their general expectations. 

 

Staff is recommending the following: 

• That Secord ES remain a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 

school; 

• That Parkside ES remain a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 

school; 

• That D.A. Morrison MS remain a Grade 6 to 8 school and 

become a dual track school (Regular and French Immersion) 

effective September 2016; 

• That Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS French Immersion students feed 

into D.A. Morrison MS at Grade 6 effective September 2018; 

and 

• That Gledhill Jr PS convert from a Junior Kindergarten to 

Grade 6 school to a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 school 

feeding into D.A. Morrison MS for both the Regular program 

(starting with Grade 6 in September 2018) and the French 

Immersion program (starting with Grade 7 in September 2016 

and Grade 6 in 2018). 

• That the Community Access Program (a Caring and Safe 

Schools Program for students with attendance issues) relocate 

from Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS to D.A. Morrison MS. 

 

Appendix B contains a summary and comparison of the 

accommodation plans recommended by the PARC and staff. 

 

Appendix C sets out staff’s response to each of the PARC’s 

recommendations. 

   

Appendix D lists all the changes that staff is recommending with 

the rationale for each change. 

 

Planning and enrolment data for the schools in the review can be 

found in Appendix E.   

 

The PARC’s final report can be found in Appendix F. 
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At the final community meeting held on 27 April 2015 at which 

staff shared their recommendations, the parents expressed the 

following concerns: 

• Parents were not supportive of changing the grades of Gledhill 

Jr PS from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 to Junior 

Kindergarten to Grade 5.  They believe Grade 6 is too young 

an age for a transition.  They like the Grade 7 transition point 

which allows them to apply to other programs in the area that 

start at Grade 7. 

• Parents were not supportive of the change in feeder path for 

Gledhill Jr PS French Immersion students away from Glen 

Ames Sr PS and into D.A. Morrison MS.  They like attending 

Glen Ames Sr PS which has an established French Immersion 

program. 

• Parents were concerned that the portapak at Secord ES was not 

being replaced with a permanent addition.  They feel that the 

portapak has reached the end of its lifespan. 

• Parents were concerned that it would take several years for the 

enrolment to grow at D.A. Morrison MS – the proposed 

phasing of the grade changes is not happening fast enough to 

provide a strong program at D.A. Morrison MS.  They would 

like enrolment growth for next school year. 

 

Despite the above concerns, staff believes that the recommended 

student accommodation plan in this report provides the best 

balance of enrolment across the schools, delivers strong program 

options, maintains a TDSB presence in neighbourhoods, 

minimizes disruptions for students and families, achieves an 

efficient use of existing space, and incorporates the perspective of 

the Ministry of Education. 

 

RESOURCES 

 

No additional resources will be required to implement staff’s 

recommendations.  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

AND REVIEW 

 

If approved, staff’s recommendations will be implemented as per 

the timelines indicated in this report. 

APPENDICES Appendix A: Map Showing Existing and Proposed Changes to 

Junior Attendance Areas 

 Appendix B: Comparison of the Student Accommodation Plans 

 Appendix C: Staff Responses to the Pupil Accommodation 

Review Committee’s Recommendations 

 Appendix D: Staff Recommendations and Rationale 

Summarized by School 

 Appendix E: Planning and Enrolment Data 
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 Appendix F: Final Report of Pupil Accommodation Review 

Committee 

 

FROM Carla Kisko, Associate Director, Finance and Operations at  

carla.kisko@tdsb.on.ca or at 416-397-3188 

 

Manon Gardner, Executive Superintendent, School Improvement / 

Operational Support at manon.gardner@tdsb.on.ca or at  

416-394-2041 

 

Andrew Gowdy, Senior Manager, Planning at  

andrew.gowdy@tdsb.on.ca or at 416-394-3917 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:carla.kisko@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:manon.gardner@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:andrew.gowdy@tdsb.on.ca
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APPENDIX A 
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        APPENDIX B 

              

Comparison of the Student Accommodation Plans 

 

The Student Accommodation Plan 

Recommended by the PARC 

The Student Accommodation Plan 

Recommended by Staff 

Summary of the plan for the area: Summary of the plan for the area: 

 Convert two schools to JK-8 (involves the 

consolidation of two schools) 

 Introduce a new French Immersion track 

(SK to 8) 

 Keep the current system of JK-5 schools 

feeding into a 6-8 school (no consolidation 

of schools) 

 Refine the system by making all feeders to 

the 6-8 school as JK-5 

 Introduce a new French Immersion track (6 

to 8) 

Details for each school: Details for each school: 

 Change the grade range of Secord ES from 

JK-5 to JK-8 

 Maintain the current grade range of Secord 

ES as JK-5 

 Change the grade range of D.A. Morrison 

MS from 6-8 to JK-8 with the 

consolidation of Parkside ES 

 Maintain the current grade range of D.A. 

Morrison MS as 6-8; no consolidation with 

Parkside ES 

 Consolidate Parkside ES with D.A. 

Morrison MS 

 Maintain the current grade range of 

Parkside ES as JK-5; no consolidation with 

D.A. Morrison MS 

 Maintain the grade range of Gledhill Jr PS 

as JK-6 

 Change the grade range of Gledhill Jr PS 

from JK-6 to JK-5 

 Change the Regular Program boundary of 

D.A. Morrison MS so that Gledhill Jr PS 

feeds into it in its entirety 

 Change the Regular Program boundary of 

D.A. Morrison MS so that Gledhill Jr PS 

feeds into it in its entirety 

 Introduce a French Immersion track at the 

consolidated D.A. Morrison / Parkside 

school for grades SK to 8 (making it dual 

track) – this track takes a portion of the 

Earl Beatty Jr and Sr PS French Immersion 

catchment area 

 Introduce a French Immersion track at D.A. 

Morrison MS for Grades 6 to 8 (making it 

dual track) – Earl Beatty and Gledhill 

French Immersion programs feed into this 

French track at grade 6 
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                                                                                                                                                                                     APPENDIX C 

 

Staff Responses to the Pupil Accommodation Review Committee’s Recommendations  

 

PARC Recommendation 

 

Staff Response 

 

1. That Secord ES convert from JK to Grade 

5 to a JK to Grade 8 School. 

Staff does not support this recommendation 

as the resultant JK to Grade 8 School would 

have an enrolment of close to 1,000 pupil 

places and require a major capital 

expenditure to build a significant addition or 

replace the school in its entirety.  

  

2. That Parkside ES relocate to D.A. 

Morrison MS and convert from a JK to 

Grade 5 single track to a JK to Grade 8 

dual track school (Regular and French 

Immersion). 

 

Staff does not support the recommendation to 

relocate Parkside ES due to the capital costs 

associated with retrofitting DA Morrison MS 

to accommodate primary grades. 

 

Staff supports the part of this 

recommendation regarding the introduction 

of French Immersion at D.A. Morrison MS. 

Staff recommends that French Immersion 

span Grades 6 to 8. 

 

3. That a formal name change process be 

approved to consider a name change for 

the consolidated Parkside ES / D.A. 

Morrison MS. 

 

Staff does not support this recommendation. 

A name change is not necessary if D.A. 

Morrison MS remains a middle school as 

recommended by staff. 

 

4. That Gledhill Jr PS remain a JK to Grade 

6 school feeding in its entirety to D.A. 

Morrison MS for both Regular and 

French Immersion at Grade 7. 

 

Staff supports the part of this 

recommendation regarding Gledhill Jr PS 

feeding in its entirety into D.A. Morrison MS 

for both Regular and French Immersion, but 

does not support the grade at which this 

happens. 

 

Staff is recommending that Gledhill Jr PS 

feed into D.A. Morrison MS at Grade 6 for 

both Regular and French Immersion.  
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APPENDIX D 

Staff Recommendations and Rationale Summarized by School 

 

# School Name Recommendation Rationale 

 

1. D.A. Morrison 

MS 

The intermediate 

attendance boundary 

for D.A. Morrison MS 

expands to include the 

entirety of the Gledhill 

Jr PS junior attendance 

boundary effective 

September 2016. 

 

This recommendation will direct all 

students from the junior attendance area to 

the same middle school, D.A. Morrison 

MS.   The Gledhill Jr PS area is currently 

divided at the intermediate level between 

D.A. Morrison MS and Earl Beatty Jr & Sr 

PS.  By aligning Gledhill’s junior 

boundary with D.A. Morrison’s 

intermediate boundary all graduating 

students from Gledhill Jr PS will have the 

same opportunity to attend the same 

intermediate program by address (the peer 

group has an opportunity to stay together). 

 

2. D.A. Morrison 

MS 

D.A. Morrison MS 

converts from a single 

track school to a dual 

track school (Regular 

and French Immersion) 

occurring in two 

phases. Phase One will 

occur in September 

2016 when Gledhill Jr 

PS French Immersion 

students arrive in Grade 

7.  Phase Two will 

occur in September 

2018 when French 

Immersion students 

from Earl Beatty Jr & 

Sr PS and Gledhill Jr 

PS arrive in Grade 6. 

 

Gledhill Jr PS French Immersion students 

currently feed into Glen Ames Sr PS 

which is overcrowded with portables on 

site. Recently a new French Immersion 

program was started at Earl Beatty Jr & Sr 

PS to address the increased demand for 

French programming.  Right now this new 

French program has expanded from Senior 

Kindergarten to Grade 2.  Earl Beatty Jr & 

Sr PS does not have sufficient space to 

accommodate the full expansion of the 

grades to Grade 8.  To address the 

accommodation pressures at Glen Ames Sr 

PS and Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS, it is 

recommended that students of Gledhill Jr 

PS and Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS feed into 

D.A. Morrison MS which has sufficient 

space available. 

 

3. D.A. Morrison 

MS 

All feeder schools to 

D.A. Morrison MS 

arrive at the same entry 

point effective 

D.A. Morrison MS is currently a Grade 6 

to Grade 8 school with students from 

Secord ES and Parkside ES feeding into 

Grade 6, and students from Gledhill Jr PS 
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APPENDIX D 

Staff Recommendations and Rationale Summarized by School 

 

# School Name Recommendation Rationale 

 

September 2018. 

 

feeding into Grade 7.   Having students 

enter D.A. Morrison MS at two separate 

entry points poses a challenge in creating a 

cohesive school environment.  It was 

determined that having Gledhill Jr PS 

students arriving at D.A. Morrison MS at 

Grade 6 with their peers from Secord ES 

and Parkside ES would be beneficial.   

Both the Regular and French Immersion 

tracks at Gledhill Jr PS are included in this 

recommendation.  This grade change with 

Gledhill Jr PS will occur in September 

2018 to coincide with the arrival of French 

Immersion students from Earl Beatty Jr & 

Sr PS, and to provide a transition period 

for the Gledhill families to prepare for the 

grade change in response to parent 

concern expressed at the last public 

meeting. 

 

4. D.A. Morrison 

MS 

Staff is not 

recommending the 

consolidation of 

Parkside ES into D.A. 

Morrison MS. 

 

In the interest of reducing capital 

expenditures, staff is not recommending 

the consolidation because it would require 

capital costs to retrofit space in D.A. 

Morrison MS to accommodate the primary 

grades.  In order to use existing space to 

solve enrolment pressures, a Behavioural 

Special Education class has recently been 

placed at Parkside ES. 

 

5. D.A. Morrison 

MS 

D.A. Morrison MS 

receives the 

Community Access 

Program (a Caring and 

Safe Schools program 

for students with 

attendance problems) 

from Earl Beatty Jr & 

Staff is recommending the relocation of 

this regional program to alleviate the 

projected overcrowding at Earl Beatty Jr 

& Sr PS and to make use of existing space 

at D.A. Morrison MS. 
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APPENDIX D 

Staff Recommendations and Rationale Summarized by School 

 

# School Name Recommendation Rationale 

 

Sr PS. 

 

6. Gledhill Jr PS Gledhill Jr PS French 

Immersion students 

feed into D.A. 

Morrison MS starting 

in September 2016. 

 

Gledhill Jr PS French Immersion students 

currently feed into Glen Ames Sr PS for 

Grade 7.  By directing the Gledhill Jr PS 

French Immersion students to D.A. 

Morrison MS, many students are provided 

with a closer school to walk to; it also 

reduces overcrowding at Glen Ames Sr 

PS.  Staff is recommending that this 

change occur for September 2016 in order 

to alleviate pressures at Glen Ames Sr PS 

as soon as is practical. 

 

7. Gledhill Jr PS Gledhill Jr PS converts 

from a Junior 

Kindergarten to Grade 

6 school to a Junior 

Kindergarten to Grade 

5 school.  All Gledhill 

Jr PS students feed into 

D.A. Morrison MS for 

both Regular and 

French Immersion at 

Grade 6 effective 

September 2018.  

 

By changing the grades of Gledhill Jr PS 

from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 to 

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5, all the 

students feeding into D.A. Morrison MS 

arrive at the same entry point resulting in a 

more cohesive program at D.A. Morrison 

MS.  Staff is recommending that this 

change occur for September 2018 to 

coincide with the arrival of Earl Beatty Jr 

& Sr PS French Immersion students into 

D.A. Morrison MS at Grade 6, and to 

provide a transition period for families to 

prepare for the grade change in response to 

parent concern expressed at the last public 

meeting.  

 

8. Parkside ES Parkside ES remains a 

JK to Grade 5 school. 

 

Staff is not recommending that the school 

consolidate with D.A. Morrison MS in 

order to reduce capital expenditures (a 

retrofit would be required to fit-up D.A. 

Morrison MS with space for the primary 

grades) and to solve pressures using 

existing space (recently Parkside ES was 

used to accommodate a Behavioural 
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APPENDIX D 

Staff Recommendations and Rationale Summarized by School 

 

# School Name Recommendation Rationale 

 

Special Education class). 

 

9. Secord ES Secord ES remains a 

JK to Grade 5 school. 

 

Staff is not recommending that the school 

become a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 

school in order to keep the enrolment to a 

preferred level below 850 students as 

advised by the Ministry of Education staff 

(with the grade expansion, the Secord 

building would need to be expanded to 

approximately 1,000 pupil places).  The 

other reason is to reduce capital costs. To 

accommodate 1,000 pupil places the 

Secord building would require a major 

capital expenditure to build a significant 

addition or replace the building in its 

entirety. 

       

Note: Secord ES currently has a 14-unit 

portapak attached to the permanent Secord 

building (12 units are classrooms, one unit 

is washrooms, and one unit is custodial 

storage).  This space is required to 

accommodate the JK to Grade 5 students. 

The condition of the portapak is being 

monitored. 

 

10. Earl Beatty Jr 

& Sr PS (not 

part of the 

pupil 

accommodation 

review but part 

of the student 

accommodation 

and program 

plan for the 

area) 

Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS 

students feed into D.A. 

Morrison MS for 

French Immersion at 

Grade 6 effective 

September 2018. 

 

The French Immersion program at Earl 

Beatty Jr & Sr PS is a new program and is 

currently only offering Senior 

Kindergarten to Grade 2.  The Earl Beatty 

Jr & Sr PS site cannot accommodate the 

full roll-out of the French Immersion 

program from Senior Kindergarten to 

Grade 8.  To alleviate the future 

overcrowding, staff is recommending that 

the French Immersion students feed into 

D.A. Morrison MS for Grade 6. D.A. 

Morrison MS has sufficient space to 
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APPENDIX D 

Staff Recommendations and Rationale Summarized by School 

 

# School Name Recommendation Rationale 

 

accommodate these students.  This will 

effectively convert Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS 

to a Regular Junior Kindergarten to Grade 

8 program and a French Immersion Senior 

Kindergarten to Grade 5 program.  

 

11. Earl Beatty Jr 

& Sr PS 

The Community 

Access Program (a 

Caring and Safe 

Schools program for 

students with 

attendance problems) 

relocates from Earl 

Beatty Jr & Sr PS to 

D.A. Morrison MS. 

 

To make more space available at Earl 

Beatty Jr & Sr PS to accommodate the 

growing French Immersion program, staff 

is recommending the relocation of this 

regional program to D.A. Morrison MS 

which has sufficient space available. 
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Planning & Enrolment Data 

Status Quo

PARC Option

PARC Option

   Capacities have been adjusted to reflect actual usage and changes due to FDK implementation.

Staff Option

Staff Option

   Capacities have been adjusted to reflect actual usage and changes due to FDK implementation.

* Portapak with 12 instructional spaces. 

   Capacities have been adjusted to reflect actual usage and changes due to FDK implementation.

DA Morrison MS converts from a single track 6-8 school to a dual track 6-8 school and gains the CAP program from Earl Beatty. 

In 2016, French Immersion students arrive at DA Morrison MS in Grade 7 from Gledhill Jr PS. In 2018, French Immersion students arrive at DA Morrison 

MS in Grade 6 from Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS and at Grade 6 from Gledhill Jr PS. Glen Ames Sr PS French Immersion loses Gledhill Jr PS as a feeder in 

2016. 

In 2018, Gledhill Jr PS converts from a JK-Grade 6 to a JK-Grade 5 school. 

The DA Morrison MS and Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS boundaries are reconciled so the entire Gledhill Jr PS junior boundary feeds to DA Morrison MS instead 

of split between the two schools (effective 2016).

* Portapak with 12 instructional spaces.

DA Morrison MS converts from a single track 6-8 school to a dual track K-8 school. French Immersion students arrive at Grade 7 from Gledhill Jr PS. 

Parkside relocates to DA Morrison and converts to a K-8 dual track school. 

The DA Morrison and Earl Beatty boundaries are reconciled so the entire Gledhill junior boundary feeds to DA Morrison at Grade 7 instead of split between 

the two schools.

Secord ES converts from a JK-Grade 5 school to a JK-Grade 8 school.

* Portapak with 12 instructional spaces.

APPENDIX E 
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APPENDIX F 
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APPENDIX F 
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APPENDIX F 
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